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PROGRAM 
 
 

~ WELCOME ~  
 
 

Matthew Kelly 
IPLAC President  

 
 

~ THE NATIONAL ANTHEM ~  
 
 

INTRODUCTION OF THE FEDERAL JUDICIARY 
AND HONORED GUESTS  

 
 

~ DINNER ~ 
 
 

PRESENTATION OF IPLAC’S DISTINGUISHED 
JUDICIAL SERVICE AWARD TO 
The Honorable John F. Kness 

 
 

~ DESSERT, AFTER DINNER CORDIALS,  
NETWORKING AND MUSIC ~ 

  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SPONSORS 
 
 

~ WINE ~ 

KIRKLAND & ELLIS LLP 
 
 

~ TABLE SPONSORS ~ 

BENESCH, FRIEDLANDER, COPLAN & ARONOFF, LLP 

CROWELL & MORING LLP 

FITCH, EVEN, TABIN & FLANNERY LLP 

GUNTIN & GUST, PLC 

MARSHALL, GERSTEIN & BORUN LLP 

MCANDREWS, HELD & MALLOY, LTD. 

NORVELL IP LLC 

VENABLE LLP 
 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

~ FEDERAL JUDICIARY and HONORED GUESTS ~ 
 

The Honorable John F. Kness 
United States District Court for the Northern District of Illinois 

 

The Honorable Virginia M. Kendall 
Chief Judge, United States District Court for the Northern District of Illinois 

 

The Honorable Heather K. McShain 
United States District Court for the Northern District of Illinois 

 

The Honorable Rebecca R. Pallmeyer 
United States District Court for the Northern District of Illinois 

 
The Honorable Beth E. Hanan 

United States Bankruptcy Court for the Eastern District of Wisconsin  
 

The Honorable Gerald B. Cohn 
United States District Court for the Middle District of Pennsylvania 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

MENU 
 

~ SALAD COURSE ~ 
 
 

CAESAR SALAD 
Crisp Romaine, House Made Sourdough Croutons, Shaved Parmesan 

with Caesar Dressing 
 
 
 

~ PRE-SELECTED ENTRÉE COURSE ~ 
 

GRILLED BLACK ANGUS FILET MIGNON 
Oven Roasted Fingerling Potatoes, Grilled Asparagus, Red Wine Demi 

Glace 

 
SEARED BLACK COD 

Sweet Pea Farrotto, Lobster Brodo 
 

RICOTTA GNOCCHI DINNER 
Arugula, Oil Cured Tomatoes, Pesto Cream 

 
CAULIFLOWER STEAK 

Rose Harissa, Brussels Sprouts, Beet, Red Pepper Coulis 
 
 
 

~ DESSERT ~ 
 

SELECTION OF PASTRIES AT DESSERT STATION 
 
 

 
 
 



 
 
 

 
~ IPLAC Officers 2025 – 2026 ~ 

 

President – Matthew J. Kelly, Chief IP Counsel, LLC 
 

President-Elect – Laura M. Schaefer, Benesch Friedlander Coplan & Aronoff LLP 
 

Vice President – Judy He, Crowell & Moring LLP 
 

Secretary – Mary F. Fetsco, Fitch, Even, Tabin & Flannery LLP 
 

Treasurer – Matthew Marrone, Dennemeyer & Associates LLC 
 

Chief Diversity, Equity & Inclusion Officer – Novaira Paul, Pattishall, McAuliffe,  
             Newbury, Hilliard & Geraldson LLP 
 

Immediate Past President – Wasim K. Bleibel, Troutman Pepper Locke LLP 
 

~ Board of Managers 2025 – 2026 ~  
 

Dr. E. Kate Berezutskaya, Greer, Burns & Crain LTD 
 

Tron Fu, Dickinson Wright 
 

Izabella Higson, Marshall, Gerstein & Borun LLP 
 

Cynthia Ho, Loyola University Chicago 
 

Evan J. Kline-Wedeen, Faegre Drinker Biddle & Reath LLP 
 

Michelle Kouba, Michael, Best & Friedrich LLP 
 

Kenneth Matuszewski, Rozier Hardt McDonough PLLC. 
 

Greg Mayer, BD 
 

Lauren Segal, Morgan, Lewis & Bockius LLP 
 

Karina Wong, Shure 
 

~ Dinner Committee ~  
 

Chair – Alisa C. Simmons, Fitch, Even, Tabin & Flannery LLP 
 

Chair – Lisa Becker 
 

Chair – Madalyn Phillips, Blue Cross and Blue Shield Association 

 


