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IPLAC BOARD – 2025-2026 
 
 

OFFICERS 
 

President – Matthew J. Kelly 
CHIEF IP COUNSEL, LLC 

 
President-Elect – Laura M. Schaefer 

BENESCH FRIEDLANDER COPLAN & ARONOFF LLP 
 

Vice President – Judy He 
CROWELL & MORING LLP 

 
Secretary – Mary F. Fetsco 

FITCH EVEN TABIN & FLANNERY LLP 
 

Treasurer – Matthew Marrone 
DENNEMEYER & ASSOCIATES 

 
Chief DEI Officer – Novaira Paul 

PATTISHALL, MCAULIFFE, NEWBURY, HILLIARD & GERALDSON LLP 
 

Immediate Past President – Wasim K. Bleibel 
TROUTMAN PEPPER LOCKE LLP 
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BOARD OF MANAGERS 
 
 

Dr. E. Kate Berezutskaya 
GREER, BURNS & CRAIN, LTD. 

 
Tron Fu 

KILPATRICK TOWNSEND & STOCKTON LLP 
 

Izabella Higson 
MARSHALL, GERSTEIN & BORUN LLP 

 
Cynthia Ho 

LOYOLA UNIVERSITY CHICAGO 
 

Michelle Kouba 
MICHAEL, BEST & FRIEDRICH LLP 

 
Evan Kline-Wedeen 

FAEGRE DRINKER BIDDLE & REATH LLP 
 

Greg Mayer 
BD 

 
Kenneth Matuszewski 

 BAMERT REGAN PLLC 
 

Lauren Segal 
MORGAN, LEWIS & BOCKIUS LLP 

 
Karina Wong 

SHURE INCORPORATED 
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2025-2026 Dinner Committee 
 

Co-Chairs 
Lisa Becker 

CALYX LAW LLP 
Madalyn Phillips 

BLUE CROSS & BLUE SHIELD ASSOCIATION 
 

Alisa C. Simmons 
LEWIS BRISBOIS BISGAARD & SMITH LLP 

 
2025-2026 Creator of the Year Committee 

 
 

 
 
 
 

IPLAC Educational Foundation 
 

Alisa C. Simmons, President 
LEWIS BRISBOIS BISGAARD & SMITH LLP 

 
Matthew M. Jorge, Vice President 
MARSHALL, GERSTEIN & BORUN LLP 

 
Tanya Miari, Vice President 
MCDONALD’S CORPORATION 

 
Paul G. Juettner, Treasurer 
GREER, BURNS & CRAIN, LTD.  

 
Julie L. Langdon, Secretary 

PORTER WRIGHT MORRIS & ARTHUR LLP 
 

Jomarie Fredericks, Management Committee Member 
 ROTARY INTERNATIONAL  

 
Janet A. Marvel, Management Committee Member 

PATTISHALL, MCAULIFFE, NEWBURY, HILLIARD & GERALDSON LLP  
 

Debbie K. Wright, Management Committee Member 
 

 Joshua Smith – Chair 
CROWELL & MORING LLP 

 
Vangelis Economou –Vice Chair 

ECONOMOU IP LAW 
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MENU 

 
 
 

Grilled Diver Sea Scallop, Leek Confit, Corn Bisque, Citrus Marigold 
 
 
 

Cabernet Braised Beef Short Rib, Truffled Mac n’ Cheese, Wilted Spinach, and 
Root Vegetable Jardinière 

 
 

 
Or 

 
 
 

Quinoa Bowl 
 Sweet Potatoes, Brussels Sprouts, Shiitake, Lemon Vinaigrette 

 
 
 
 

Milk Chocolate Cheesecake with Cocoa Sponge Base and Crème Fraiche Mousse 
 
 
 

Sauvignon Blanc (California) and Pinot Noir (Oregon) 
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IPLAC ANNUAL MEETING 
 

May 14, 2026 
 

Matthew J. Kelly, Presiding 
 
 
 

AGENDA 
 

 
President’s Report 

Secretary’s Report 

Treasurer’s Report 

2026 Creator of the Year Award 

Committee of the Year Award, Volunteer of the Year Award, and Distinguished 
Member Service Award  

 
Election of New Officers and Board of Managers 

Awards to Outgoing Officers and Board Members 

New President’s Comments 

Adjournment 
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THE INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY LAW ASSOCIATION OF CHICAGO 
 

NOMINEES FOR OFFICERS – 2026-2027 
 

Mary Fetsco – Vice President 
FITCH EVEN TABIN & FLANNERY LLP 

 
Izabella Higson – Secretary 

MARSHALL, GERSTEIN & BORUN LLP 
 
 

 
NOMINEES FOR THE BOARD OF MANAGERS – 2026-2027 

 
Dr. E. Kate Berezutskaya 
GREER, BURNS & CRAIN, LTD. 

 
 

Atanu Das 
GUNTIN & GUST, PLC. 

 
 

Peter Lee 
PANDUIT 

 
Greg Mayer* 

 BD 
 
 

Alex Menchaca 
MCANDREWS, HELD & MALLOY, LTD. 

 

Joshua Smith 
CROWELL & MORING LLP 

 
 

*Greg Mayer to serve a 1-year term to complete Izabella Higson’s term. 
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CONTINUING BOARD MEMBERS AND OFFICERS 2026-2027 
 
 

Laura Schaefer – President 
BENESCH FRIEDLANDER COPLAN & ARONOFF LLP 

 
 

Judy He – President-Elect 
CROWELL & MORING LLP 

 
 

Matthew Marrone - Treasurer 
DENNEMEYER & ASSOCIATES 

 
 

Cynthia Ho 
LOYOLA UNIVERSITY CHICAGO 

 
 

Kenneth Matuszewski 
BAMERT REGAN PLLC 

 
 

Michelle Kouba 
MICHAEL, BEST & FRIEDRICH LLP 

 
 

Lauren Segal 
MORGAN, LEWIS & BOCKIUS LLP 

 
 

Matthew Kelly – Immediate Past President 
CHIEF IP COUNSEL, LLC 
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RETIRING BOARD MEMBERS AND OFFICERS 
 

 
Wasim Bleibel  

TROUTMAN PEPPER LOCKE LLP 
 

Tron Fu 
KILPATRICK TOWNSEND & STOCKTON LLP 

 
Evan Kline-Wedeen 

FAEGRE DRINKER BIDDLE & REATH LLP 
 

Karina Wong 
SHURE INCORPORATED 
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THE INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY LAW ASSOCIATION OF CHICAGO 
PROUDLY PRESENTS  

 

2026 CREATOR OF THE YEAR AWARD 

TO ALEX KOTLOWITZ 

IPLAC Creator of the Year Award is given to honor the creative achievements, primarily in the 
Chicago metropolitan area, that are eligible for patent, copyright, or trademark protection. This 
year, IPLAC is proud to recognize Alex Kotlowitz as the winner of the 2026 IPLAC Creator 
of the Year Award, for his achievements in the area of copyright, industry recognition, and 
strong community engagement. 

Alex Kotlowitz is an author and journalist who, for forty years, has been telling stories from 
the heart of America — deeply intimate tales of struggle and perseverance. He received his 
undergraduate degree from Wesleyan University, and a reporting position at The Wall Street 
Journal sent him to Chicago, where he has made his home ever since. 

Alex Kotlowitz's Creative Contributions Under Copyright 

Kotlowitz is the author of four books, including the national bestseller There Are No Children 
Here — selected by the New York Public Library as one of the 150 most important books of 
the twentieth century and adapted into a television movie produced by and starring Oprah 
Winfrey — and his most recent, An American Summer: Love and Death in Chicago, which 
received the J. Anthony Lukas Book Prize. His documentary, The Interrupters, co-produced 
with Steve James, premiered at Sundance and aired as a two-hour special on PBS's 
FRONTLINE, earning him an Emmy, a Cinema Eye Award, and an Independent Spirit Award. 
His work has appeared in The New Yorker, The New York Times Magazine, and on This 
American Life, and his podcast Written Inside was named one of the top ten podcasts of the 
year by NPR. He has 11 registered copyright entries under Kotlowitz's name in the U.S. 
Copyright Catalog spanning his major published works. 

Alex Kotlowitz's Impact on the Chicago Community 

An American Summer examines the psychological toll gun violence takes on individuals and 
communities, bearing witness to the more than 14,000 people killed and 60,000 wounded by 
gunfire in Chicago over the past two decades. In September 2024, Kotlowitz became the 17th 
recipient of the Chicago Literary Hall of Fame's Fuller Award. His many honors include two 
Peabodys, two Columbia duPont Awards, the Robert F. Kennedy Journalism Award, the 
George Polk Award, the Harold Washington Literary Award, and eight honorary degrees. He 
has been a professor at Northwestern's Medill School of Journalism since 1999. 
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IPLAC Educational Foundation Life Fellows 

 

Firm Life Fellows 

Brinks Gilson & Lione 
Cook Alex Ltd. 

Fitch Even Tabin & Flannery LLP 
Greer, Burns & Crain, Ltd. 

Kirkland & Ellis LLP 
 

Individual Life Fellows 

Robert M. Barrett 
Patrick G. Burns 

Trevor K. Copeland 
Kimberly Ellwein 
Mark I. Feldman 

William H. Frankel 
Jomarie Fredericks 
Janet M. Garetto 
Tiffany Gehrke 

Judith L. Grubner 
R. Mark Halligan 
Dolores K. Hanna 

Sana Hakim 
Julianne M. Hartzell 
Brent A. Hawkins 

John J. Held 
Jerold A. Jacover 
Paul G. Juettner 

Adam Kelly 
Matthew J. Kelly 

Paul R. Kitch 
Linda A. Kuczma 

Jill LaPorte 
Charles A. Laff 
Garret A. Leach 
Howard Levin 
Erin Lothson 

John K. Lucas 
William T. McGrath 
Edward D. Manzo 

Florence E. Miller 
Laura Beth Miller 
James P. Muraff 
Joseph Paquin 
Janet A. Pioli 

Peter J. Prommer 
Serena J. Pruitt 

Marc V. Richards 
Mary J. Schnurr 
Mary Serrahn 

Alisa C. Simmons 
James R. Sobieraj 

Paul Stephens 
Robert D. Summers, Jr. 

Debbie K. Wright 
James Zeller 

 

Invitation to Donate Funds for Future Scholarships 

Please donate to the IPLAC Educational Foundation to support future scholarship awards. Please use the 
QR code below or mail checks to P.O. Box 472, Chicago, IL 60690, c/o Paul Juettner. 

 

The IPLAC Educational Foundation is a 501(c)(3) organization. Donations to it are tax deductible to the 
extent permitted by law. Thank you for your support of the IPLAC Educational Foundation. 


